lona’s Thessaloniki Hig]ﬂlig]’lts

The beautiful city of Thessaloniki was Pemcection. The citg centre had lots of fabulous shoPs and restaurants
and all within close Proximit9 to the clear blue Aegean Sea. The outer suburbs contain streets of luxurious

housing and was also home to Aristotle School that became a familiar focal Point for our visit.

Aristotle School classes were so different to Craigclowan. Evergbocly shoutsJ People walk about and write
on the board duringa lesson and it is considered to be normal, when at Craigclowan we would be in
detention. It was so interesting to cxpericnce being in a different school ancl, even thoug"w I could not

understand the language, it was very educational.

Although there were so many friends that we mac{e, a small group of us formed a Permcec’c squad. Four Greelcs,
who SPOl{C exce[:)tional Englisl'l for their ages, were Funny, interesting and fantastic company. On many
nights, eating in restaurants became the hig]’llig]’lt of the clag because, not on!g was the food incredible, the

conversations were never boring.

Ex[:)eriencing the Greek food was often cleliglﬁhcul and sometimes cha”enging. oved many of the Pastries
and the souvlaki, which is norma”g Pork on a skewer. One night I tried semolina for the first time and |

regrctted it, as it looked, smelt and tasted like Frog spawnl

Norma”y ona l'loliclay, I would stay ina hotel, so wouldr’t have the knowleclge of the clag to clag life of alocal
Family. However, this triP gave me the oPPortunitg to exPerience life with two different families and trulg
understand how their life works comparecl to mine. The second Familg that | stagecl with had two daughters
who love dance. Rachel and 1 were luclcg enougl'l to be able to attend their modern and latin dance c[asses,

which were to a very high level and very exciting to watch.

I came home with so many haPPﬂ memories of the Plannec{ excursions. For example, Mount Olympus and the
temples built in honour of the Gods, going to one of the sport stadiums where the basketball team, NAOK,
Plag, as well as visiting the White Tower and enjoying its sPectacular Panoramic views whilst leaming the

historg of the citg‘

The clag that we did our Presentations to the rest of the groups was my favourite day. 153 the end of every
country c{oing their Presentations, | was Feeling extreme|9 inspire& I felt that our Presentation was
streng’cl'xenec{ bg the fact that we had taken Tunnocks tea cakes and Irn Bru for everyone to trg, and the
other groups loved them. The Greek Prcsentation was es[:)eciany ins[:)iring as theg had Preparecl a Plag to

teach us about their inventors.

The Greek culture is very different from ours. There are hundreds of strag clogs and PuPPies at the side of
the roads which made me feel lucky that our pets are more cherished and well looked after. Also, on any wall
that was Plain, there was graxcﬁti. Some was Plain writing but some could be described as art, and was
stunning, Smokingwas Permittecl in every restaurant which made the air feel Po”uted and I’leavg. It made me

realise that we are luckg in Scotland to have clean air Places, especiallg where we eat.

My triP to Greece was memorable and some’c]’ring that | will be able to look back on with Pride, haPPiness and
asense o1c achievement For the rest omc my lhce. | am so grateFul to have bcen given the chance to £0. The
Eureka Projec’c has left me with many new friends and very insPired to be whatever I want to be as lgo

throug]q fife.




